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ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS IN CITIZEN EDUCATTON
A TRI-STATE 'URVEY

John J. B
" Researchs
Suzanne Root
Survey Coordinator
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Development Division
Research for Better Sclicols; fnc-

444 North Third Street N
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ABSTRACT

A survey was conducted to identify current school activitiss and
development interests in 16 citizen education areas afiong 593 elementary;
middle/junior high, and senior high schools in Delawdre, New Jersey, ard
Pennsylvania. Areas of highest activity involved community members in
schools and stuaent involvement in school governance. Schools were most
interested in developing activities devotad to community members at
school and in-service staff training on students’ social deveiopment.
Areas of greatest interast-activity differerice (i.s., high interest and
low activity) were nioral/ethical/values éducation, citizen-relsted

social and cognitive skiils; in-service training on students' sociail

development, and family liZe education for parents, For some citizen

activities and degrée of interest. on the one hand, and school level,

school enrollment, and the nature of the region served by the school, on

the othér.



Background

Studies, task forces, opinion surveys, and state education agency
activities across the nation reflect a concern for increased attention to
citizen education at all levels of schooling and indicate the extent to
which citizen eddcation has become a national priority (e.g., Blum, 1977;
Sanders & Wallace, 1977; and many other references). Traditionally,
citizenship by conducting civics courses, American government classes,
and observances of national hotidays. However, with this recent
ékpréééibh of ifiterest in citizen education; the field has taken on now

dimensions. Practitioners, scholars, and citizens have recommended that

citizen sducation programs include conte.c that reflects diverse societal
concerns and needs. Various authorities and organizations have recommended
including such content areas as the environment, multicultural studics,
féﬁiiy iife education, local commiunity education. and consumer education,
in addition to the more standard aréas of constitutional freédoﬁé;
governmental system, and political Lehaviors.

In additiod to such content areas; various types of activities beyond
course work have also beén suggested for inclusion, such as stuvdent action
and paftieigaiiaﬁ in community life, community-member involvement in
school affairs, social action by students serving citizen interests,
student participation in school governance, the analysis of the mass media,
family education programs for parents, and the visitation of community
members tc the classroom (Hill, 1978; National Task Force on Citizenship

Education, 1977).

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

In response to these interests; Research for Better Sclicols (RSS), a
regional educational laboratory serving the states of Delaware, New Jersey,

and Pennsylvania, is working witli staté departments of education and

adapted; evaluated, and disseminated. RBS has worked with the States &
establish state planning groups to guide the citizen educationjefforts in
each state. In conjunction with these plarning groups, RBS conducted 3
survey to determine what citizen education courses, seminarS, or units

developing; citizen education activities:

The results of the survey, in conjuniction with othér inforfation re-

collaborative improvement efforts in citizen education in the tri-states
region. These efforts will be coordinated with ongoing improvement pro-
grams in each state. RBS and a statewide citizen education planning group
in each state will use this survey information to coordinate model-program
development and to plan school Site research in citizen education. RES

formulate citizen education programs for local sites that can ultimately

be shared across the state.
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Purposc of the Survey

The main objcctive of the survey was to identify current school
activities and interests n program arsas associated with citizen education.

also investigated the degree of interest among schools in each state in
developing, or further developing, activities in the domain of citizen
education.

Data Source

The survey questionnaire was designed to obtain inforimation regarding
current school activities and interests in citizen education, as well as
demographic information about the nature of the schools participating in
the siurvey.

The questionnaire development effort began with a working definition
improvement efforts with State departments of education and local districts.
This definition is displayed ir Figure 1. Using this definition, a search
of the literature was conducted which attempted to identify both content
areas and process areas in citizen education.

After ear}y versions ¢f thé Survey instrument were tested and revised,
the final version contained 16 items about current citizen education
activities and interests: OF these 16 items; 9 dealt with citizen educatioii

content areas, and 7 emphasized citizen education process activities. The

O
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16 item stems; reflecting these 16 areas; are given in Figure 2. Thé O
and governnient as well &S recently developed «iCas and intorests in the
field such as political participation, environmental studies, and values
education. The 7 process areas indicate the emphasis on action and
community participation viewed as ilitegral to citizen education. Two of
the process areds, MeaSurés of social development and in-service educatio
for teachérs on students' social development, reflected RBS' interest in
using data-based; systematic processes for improving citizen education
Programs ;

Each of these first 16 items comprised two parts. Anm illustrative
itém in shown in Figure 3. The First part of each item asked responaent§
to list the nonrequired courses, seminars, or units in a given contént or,

N

item asked how interested the school was in developing, or further
dsvéloping, offérings in that area. This interest ~ould be expressed on a
4-point scale ranging from 4 = ‘very interested” to 1 = "not interestod. "
respondent's professional position, thé nunber of Students enroliad at the
schuool, the grades in the respondent's school; and the nature of the

region f(urban; rural or suburban) in the state in which the school was
located;
Procedures

~Z



Delaware, the state's Department of Public Instruction supplied a list of
schcols that they wished to be surveyed. Elementary schools were defincd
as schools housing grades K-6 or X-8, and middle or junicr high schocls as

those housing grades 7-8 or 7-9. Senior highs consisted of any school

called "junior-senior high" or "senior high" or any school ending with
high school graduation.

The school was selected as the sampling unit becausé citizén education
activities ordinarily occur at School and classroom levels: Hhe principal
at each school was designated as the survey respondent on the assumptior
that a schooi's chief administrator would have the most comprehensive
knowledge of activities and interests at every level of the school's
organization. A total of 903 schools were selected to be mailed the
questionnaire.

In April, 1978, the questionnaires were sent to the principals of the
selected schools along with a letter explaining the Survey and an endorse-—
mént from a State school officer. THis mailing was followed up over the
next 10 weeks by postcard reminders; additional copies of the survey, and,
finally, phone interviews: A& total of 593 responses were received, a
response rate of 65.4%,

Dati Analysis

Data analysis was conducted using subroutines of the Statistical Package

for the Social Sciences (Nie, Hull, Jenkins, Steinbrenner, & Bent, 1975).
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For each of the 16 items, the data analysis provided the following for
each school level (elementary, middle/junior high, and senior high schools) :

1. How many schools conducted a given number of activities and the
mean number of activities conducted by all responding schools;

2. How many schools indicated a specified deyree of interest and the
mean degree Of intérest in developing, or Further developing, activities
related to a given item:

3. The percent of schouls coridicting one or more activities and the
mean degree of interest in each activity, broken down by school errollisnt
and the nature of the region in which the school was located.

In addition to these analyses, for each itém, appropriate statistical
tests were performed to cetermine if 3 Systematic retationship existed
between the number of activitiés and the aégféé of intsrest, on the st
hand, and the school's level; its enrollment, and the nature of its regicn,

the 16 items. For each item, three ANOVAS tested if there WAS a
Statistically significant relationship between thé indapendent variable of
mean degree of interest and the 3 dependent variables of school level,
school enrollment, and nature of region: Another ANOVA was conducted for
between the independent variable of rinan number of activities and the 3

Gependent variables just stated.
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As was noted, schools were asked to report the number of students
attéédihg in their schools. FiVé enrollment intervals were selected for
categorizing schoois: fewer than 500 students; 501 to 750 students; 751 to
1,000 students, 1,001 to 1,500 students; and over 1,500 studénts. The
analysis reported the percent of schools in each enrollment category, for
each school level and for all levels, that conducted one or more activities:

Significance called Kendall's Tau C, deSigrned to test for a systematic
relationship between two ordinal-level variables, was computed for each
item;

A similar procedure was used for the nature of the region, i.e., urban,
suburban, or rural. Since a few Schools checked more than one category, a
fourth category called ‘combination" was formed:. &again, the analysis found
the percent of schools in each regional category that conducted one or more
activities. A chi-square was computed to test whether a systematic relation-
ship existed betweeri thé nature of the region and whether schools conducted
activities for a particular item:

Results

Results of the data analysis ware discussed and summarized in a
separate report for each state. Each of the three state reports consisted
of Volume 1, which discussed the purposes; procedures,; and results of the
survey, and Volume 2, which summarized the data in a series of 98 tables.

Obviously, Such an extensive presentation for the three states combined is



not possible in d brief paver. licitead, Lhe results for the tri-siate
region have been condensed to 14 tables which are resented at the end of
this paper: There arc many Statements which could be made aboiut results
for VaIiOuS items, variables, and dreas and the reader may wisSh to examing
the tables closely for points of specific interest. The followiny

Table 1 shows tlie number of responses from each state and schoot level,
Of the total of 503 schools that rasponded, 64 schools (10.7%) wére from
Delaware; 202 schools (34.1%) were from New Jersey; and 327 schools (55:1%)
were from Pennsyilvania;

Table 2 shows a definite relationship between school level and school

cnrollfient among responding schools. THe enrollment of a school generally
school: Of the 219 elementary schools; 131 schools (59:.8%) had enrollmernts
-of 500 students or i-wer, and only 8 schools had over 1,000 students en-

rolled. Arong senior high Schools, however, only 7 of 178 schools had 500

Table 3 shows the number of responding schools broken down by school
level and the nature of the region in which thé school is located. OF the
593 schools, 107 schicols (18.0%) reported they were located in urban areas,
266 schools (44:.9%) reported they were in suburban areas; and 157 schools
(26.4%) reported they were in rural areas. Of the remainder, 5I schools
(8.63) reported that their areas covered more than one of the three
categourins,.  These scheols Wéré'ConSidéréd as a fourth category in the data

analysis:

g
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Table 4 presonts the moan number of @Ctivitios whichi elis oo o

ducted in each of the 9 citizen education areas broken down by oo hoo

level. A onc-way analysis of wvaridnce conducted on each of thee 1o it e
showed statistical significance ror 14 items. Of these 14, 12 were
siqnific’an’t at the .00l level or beyarnd. In qcn’o::ﬂ, tor t,hi;‘ 1
signficiant items, thie trend of tho ioans sliowed thail tho mean numbor o1
activities conducted rose from . .ementa.y schoot to middie,/junior iigh
school to senior high school. One exception was the item on fawily 1itfe
education for parents, which had its highest mean in elemeéntary School
and dropped in thc middle/junior high schools and senior high schoole.
Table 5 shows the mean degree of interest which schools at cach level
had in developing, for further developing, activities associated wich cach

of these 16 citizen education areas. As noted, for thes¢ intereSt itoms,
the mean was computéd using a 4-point scale ranging from 4 = “very
interested” to 1 = "not interested." A one-way analysis of variance con-
ducted for each item was sigrificant for 7 of the 16 items. For these 7
iters, the trend showed a rise in interest in developing activities from

elementary school to midclesjunior high school to senior high school:

Table 6 sammarizes some of the interest and activity data from Tables
4 and 5. It presents the tcp five and the bottom five areas of activity
and interest in all threée school levels. Theé top area of activity in all
of activity for all three levels was student involvement in school

governdrice. Analysis of the mass media was also among the top five

12
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activity areas for all three levels. All three of these areas were

considered as process areas for the purposes of this survey.

Among the top areas in initéi"e'st', commu?’llty members at school and in-
levels. Both of these aréa;lwere also classified as process areas in this
survey.

Tables 7, 8, and 9 show a slightly difféi‘é(it app;:dac}i to the ana.ysis
of the data: These tables consider for each of the 16 areas éﬁé\féiaii%é
difference between the level of activity and the degree of interest in the
area. This analysis found the éiéférénce between the percent of schools
interested in developing activities in a given area and the percent of
schools conducting activities in that area: & schootl Qéé considered to
have a high interest in developing activities in the area if it checked
nyery interasted" or "interested" on the interest scale that was part of
each item. If the difference between these two percents was high, i.8.,
if there was a relatively higher percentage of schools interested in an
irea than were conducting activities in that area, ghen it wouid 5ppé;r-
that thiat area would be ripe for further attention and developmerit. Tables
7, 8, and 9 show. the results of this analysis for elementary,. middle/junior

f
greatest interest-activity difference at each school level are cummarized

in Table 10.

11
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social development, moral/ethical/values education, citizen-related
social and cognitive skills, and family tife education for parents: The
area of measures of social development was a high discrepancy area for
both middle/junior high and senior high schools.

Tabléé 11 through 14 present aCtiQity and interest data broken <down
was located.

Tablé 11 presents the percent of schools condicting one or more
activities in each of 16 citizen education areas by school enrollment:
Kendati's Tau € was conducted for each of the 16 items and was
significant for 13 items, 11 of them at the .000l level or beyond. All
13 significant items showed that a higher percentage of larger Schools
conducted one or more activities than did smaller schools. For example,
with respect to the area of glbbal education; oniy 18:1% of the schoois
with 500 or fewer students conducted one or more activities: Tn contrast;
56.0% of the schoois;with éver 1,500 students conducted otie or more
global education activities. However, thé reader should keép in mind that
the variables of school level and school enroliment are contaminated, i:e:,
high schools tend t> be associated with high schools, and lower enrollments
with elementary scliocols. As was shown previously, high schools tend to
conduct more activitiés in most areas.

Table 12 presents the mean degree of interest af schools in developing
activities in citizen education éféé; broken down by school enroitlment: &an

analysis of variance was significant for 7 of the 16 items: &ll 7
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higher interest at larger Schools. For example, the mean interest in
Furthér developing global education activities was 2.0l for schools with
500 or fewer students but rose to 2.57 for schools with over 1,500 students.
Again, the reader is cautiorned about tlie contamination of the school isvel

Table 13 presents the percent of schools conducting one or more
activities in each of 16 citizen education areas, broken down by the nature
of the region in Which the school was located. A chi-square was significant
for 12 of the 16 items. With regard to the schools definitely classed as
urban; rural; or suburban; of these 12 significant iteris, the Suburban
ééﬁégié had the lowest percen#age of schools conducting activities on 10
items. T.. urban schools had the highest percent of schools conducting
Urban schools had the lowest percent of schools conducting activities on 2
items, morai/ethical/values education and citizericrelated social and
cognitive skills, both content areas. The rural schools had the highest
percerit of schools conductifg one or more activities on 6 items; all of
them in content areas. It therefore appears that urban schools ternded to
conduct more activities in process areas and rural Schools concentrated
more ON content areas.

Table 14 presents the mean degree of interest of schools in developing

activiti®s in citizen education areas, broken down by the nature of the

13
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school's région. A one-way analysis of variance was significant on 10 of
the 16 items. Urban schools had the highest mean interest of alit 10
significant items (again considering only the schools which could definitely
be classed as urban, rural, or suburban). Rural schools had the lowest
degree of interest in developing activitias on 5 significant items. Of
these 5, 2 were in content areas (family life education for students and

parents) and 3 were in process areas (social action serving citizen
interests, student activities in the community, and measures of social
development). Suburban Schools had the lowest mean degrée of interest on
the remaining 5 oi the 10 significant items. ©Of these 5, 4 were in content
areas (multiculturat education,; citizen-retated social and cognitive skills,
iaw-reiated education; and moral/ethical/values education); and 1 was a
process area (community members at school) .
Conclusions

The survey results are ciear evidence that the prevaient call for
citizen education has practical force as well as philosophical appeal.
The data show that many schools in three Middle Atlantic states are
interested in and/or engaged in multiple aspects of citiZéﬁ education

programming: -‘As these program efforts mature and gain strength, both

£

individually and as a developing field, it will become more apparent how

effective the citizen education movement is--and in what direction it is

moving.

16
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con Education at Research for Better Schools Séeks 5 dispose and enable learners to be more

e participants 1o democratic soclety. To realize this overall objective; the Citizen Educatioi
Bt proposes the fo*IOWInq defriiftion for RBS'S efideaors in this important educational area, The

wal of Cltizen Education 13 to prepare students for current and furure responsibilities in their inter-

:1’%vﬂ11; commiiiity, dnd political lives by fostering the acquisition of the followlnq knowiedge skills,

Lsnositions leading to the realization of democratic principles:

Knowledge

8 Knowledge of the dynamv institutions and systems that exert fnffusnce in our Society -- 14,

“CONOMICS, Lnternational relations, politics, and technology.

1
Knckledge of the historical and contemporary context of recurring social issues related ro the
above LNSEIFALIoNz,

Crowledge of the major issws and problems forecast for the above areas and others that may emerde.
Skills

ﬁu1ry skills — which enable learners to select, organize, evaluate, and use information; w1th

spectal, but not exclusive; reference to problem 501ving anid decision fiaking.

Inceroeraonal skills == wiich erablo learners to enqage in communication, act cooperatively, exercise
leadership, and take part in arbitration.

Action skills'-- which enable learniers to Iormulqte problems generate alternatives, set goals,
vlan strategies, consider consequences; and evaluate courses of action.

Respect and caring for otfisrs;

Commitment to eguality of all persons:

Coi. tignt to ratxonaklty

Comitment to action and participation: o
Comnitment to personal freedom limited only by the commitments above

Identification with positive primary groups and local, national, and world
commurities,

FIGURE 1

CITIZEN EDUCATION K WORKING DEFINITION

MGV HVAY AdOD

“:
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fovotd 1 y;”.{lnltn’J] Jlua.u 2 e, sy and contrad ol pol-
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and 'tvwdlnj.

Lo Maltieuitural :ducdtiHV' I alrricatar o QX(IIFHI‘I«U]l( pfnﬂrmw

dues your scliodl ctrrently condict any nonveguized {1.e,, not mandatod
by the state) ;uurav‘, plolnft:, ,vmlnars units, et Nﬁputldlly
dvoted to the stady of the culture and contributions of different ethnic
ad pacial groups 1n our soelety?

1. Uitiaen-related sofial § ive skills, In currtcular or extra-

curricildr piodtais, Joes huirh(w'urMﬁH nMuL any nonrenyired
(s, ol mandated by the state) coy

prﬂ]t(*u, mits, nlg ,
U\Uekldlly dﬂvﬂtuu tw thL »tuuv and dLVﬂlulmunf nf artizen=telatea pri

cess skl lg B¢, a vourse on leadership, 0 ounit on cei€ical thinking,
Llunt dnnalun on current ssues, 4 sef of eRureises on,planning or
auiry skills?

9, Law-related odication. In LUT[LLUlJl 01 \XEFQ»U'ILLULQI programs,
does your iuhnol .urrently cndu»t any norrequxrcd {i.e., not mandated
by the stntu] ‘ourqcs, seMinars, projects, units, ote,; especially
Jevotud to the study of individual and/or public legal rights and
xn‘pnnstbtlxtxes in a democratic society, &.q., a course on civics, «
wiit on problens of democzacy, a project on community history, etc.,
beyond tequireinents estab]ished by the staty?

7. Fuu~om4L§4édﬂ4éf%éﬁ. In uurrxuulat or oxtlacurrxhular programs, does
)our :Lhool currently conduct any nonr¢guired {1.e.; nOT maidated by e
,l¢te> courses, seminars, profects; Wifs; &€C:; #3pecially devoted o

the. study of the Américan economi System, e.q., free cnterprlqe' ;on:ume'a'
rights, law of supply and demand, influcnce of advertising on consumer

[uxchasan, budyeting, credit, labor-management relations, banking, taxa-
tion, ete,?

£, Family life education for students. Th curricular or extracurricular
programs; does your schigol currean{ conduct any nonrequired {1.e., not
nindated by the state) coiirses, seminars, units, etc., for StUdLPtS
nspecially devoted to the study of Family life and/or parent1nq°

0, Family life education for parents, Does your school currertly conduct
any courses, seminars, workshops, etc,; fOF fareiifs espacially devoted to
theostudy of family 1ifé and/ot parenting?

wmmmmwwmﬁmmmmﬁmmmammmmm

_ cia llv devoted
dd;atlon e q., a wit on moral/erhlLal dilemmas,
a set of exercises on values clarlflcatlon a unit ot coarse on fairiess

and respect for others?

14 GIéB&I education. In curricular vr extracurrlcular programs, does

:Late' courses, scmlnars _projects, wults, otc., LSpLClallY devoted to
the qtudy of international relations andyor global perspectives?

22 1 o |
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Process. ares wrnms

2, Community members-at school. In curricular or extracurricular programs,

does _your school currently 19y1;g comnunity members to come to schiool €6
speak or work with students on topics related to citizen éducation, e.g.,
a police. off{;gi reviews traffic and safefy rules, a stock broker explalns o

the stock excRalige, dn ec616gist assists students with a conservation pro]ect'

programs, does your school currently organlze or facxlxtate social action
groups of students who initiate and carry out studies and activities serving
citizen interests, e,q., students survey community members on the use of

enerdy fesources at home, students plant trees in the community, students lobby

at city hall on current issues, students establish a consumer complaint ceater

and attempt to find redress for victins of alleged fraud?

ll. otudent 1nvoluement in school governance.. In currlcular or eYtracurrlcular
brograms, does yout 5ched] Currently involve: students in making decisions that

apply €0 all students in the s school, e.g., decisions about a dress code,
discipline procedures, playground rules, or study hall procedures?

12, Studeat activities in the community. I currxcula; or cntI&CdllALUldf
programs, does your school curtently conduct or facilitate student work
Jtudy/znferthxu/vqunEeer activities in agencies that serve citizen educatior,

ifitaresty, ey, , murivipil qovernment, public welfare offlce day care antpr“ :

13- Heasures of social developnent, Dovs your selinol currently usé a forval
test to measure students' social skills, growtli, ot devalpment, o. g, 2 :
social attitudes or values questionnaize, the Noony checklist, an in rentory

of personal aptitades, a Kindergarten social readiness test?

L5, Analysis of the mass-nedia. In curricular or extracurricular prograns;
do teachers at your school currently give assignments that &5k SEQdERES €6

analyze critically local and national fiss iedia; &: g., evaluate a. TV proqran,
decide if a film is socially weaningfil; criticize radio news reporting of

a confroversial issue or event?

16, In-serviceon-students' social development Does your school currently
conduct in-service workshops for staff on the effests of Eeacher-student/
administrator-student interaction of SEUGEAES' So¢idl development, e.g
workshops ofi deiidcEatic ve. aathorit school climate, classr \gement
tectiniques, student disciplinary procedures, development of self-esteem?

FIGURE 2
CITEZEN EDUCATION QUESTIONVALRE: ITEM STEHS

Itens are mumbered in the order they appeared
on the questionnaire, 22
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ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

1. Incurricular or extracurricular programs, does yuur school currently eoricict any nonrequired fi.e., not mandated by the state) courses,

seminars, projects, units, etc., especially devoted to ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES. e:g., sources and control of pollution, energy con-

i

sevation; beautlfying the envirorment, GGpuIaLon and crowding, Cirle YES or NO helow. 17 you anstier YES, please riske suré that
you answer both item 1a and iteni b,

YES Go on to both items fa and 16 NO Go on to item 1.

la.

Raughly, what
N e coursesl.seinan ] uni1 64, | Wt s e i s i yoard | o e s e sehoolcondacta thecoureelel, | 1 Wkt gacely | Peieentof .
school has conducted this year, ni(s), etc,, this year? are the stugents? | SLUCEnts within
eact grade
o 7 | parrepat?

Tb.How interested are you in developing, or developing further, this subject area at your schoal? dfr’clé one.
VERY INTERESTED INTERESTED ~ SOMEWHAT INTERESTED NOT INTERESTED
Ready to consider_assigning re- Want 10 discuss needs and interests Like to kriow e abiit i,
sources to the development of this at iy school that this subject area
subject area at my school. addressas,

FIGURE 3

23 | CITIZEN EDUCATION QUESTIONNAIEE: ILLUSTRATIVE e
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NUMBER OF RESPONSES, BY STATE AND SCHOOL LEVEL

School level

Hiddle or

State Elementary . .
mentaty junior high

Senior high  All levels

Delaware 10 13 i1 64
New Jersay 74 64 - 202
Pennsylvania 105 119 103 - 327

All states 219 196 178 593




TABLE 2

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS RESPONDING,

BY SCHOOL LEVEL AND ENROLLMENT

School level

Enrollmsnt® Elementary 7¥}?@l8—9r; Senior high ALl levels
junior high

566 or fo er 131 33 7 171

501 - 750
751 - 1000
1001 - 1500

Ovér 1500

60

16

(8]

Data not avaiiable 4

Total

219

66
57

29

~1

196

30
39
55

44

178

14

593

®Enroliment is the number of students as reported by the responding
school:
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TABLE 3

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS RESPONDING,
BY SCHOOL LEVEL AND NATURE OF REGION

Schogl level

o 2@ IO Middle o: - i
dMature of region Elementary ,M%gﬂ,e,?F” Sefiior hlgh All levels
junior high

Urban 36 40 31 107
Stiburban 97 - 98 71 266
Rural 64 36 57 157
Combination 18 17 16 51
Data not available 4 5 3 12
Total 219 196 178 593

Nature of reglon was reported by respondlnq schooils: "Combwnatlon"

comprises schools which reported themseives as belonging to more than one
type of region.
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TBLE 4

MERY NUMBER OF ACTIVITIES IN 16 CITI&E\I EDUCATION AQEAS
BY SCHOOL LEVEL

School Ievel

Citizer education arcs Elementary oot % genior high ALl levels  MOVR
junior high P

Content areas

Environmental studies 0,67 0:87 1,30 0.93 <0001
Multicultural education 0; 44 0:55 0.9 0.63 <0001
Citizen-related social and cognitive skillg 0.19 0.38 0.75 0,42 <.0001
Law-related education 0.31 0.63 1.51 0.77  <.0001
Economics education 0.3 0.66 1.70 0.87  <.0001
Family life education for students 0.24 0.4l 1,30 0.62 <0001
Family life education for parents 0.21 0.13 0D 0.21 .0030
Moral/ethical/values education 0.27 0.3l 0:52 0.3 0040
Global education 0.3 0,54 n 0,66 <.0001
Process areas

Community fiefibers at &choel | 2:06 156 2,69 2.0 <0001
Socidl dctich §erving citizen interests 6:39 0.55 0.85 0.5 <066
Student involvement in school governance - 0.68 1,24 1.7 118 <0001
Student activities in the community 0.10 0.29 1,20 0,49 <0000
Measures of social development 0.23 0 0.19 0.20 ns
Analysis of the mass media 0.57 1,08 1,58 1,04 <000
In-service on students' social develogmont - 0.48 0.57 0.47 0.5 - ns

The exact level of significance is reported for 4 ofle-Way analy51s of varianice conducted for each
item, Itans fot significant at the ;05 level are rﬂported as "ns,"
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MEAN DEGREE OF INTEREST IN DEVELOPMENT OF ACTIVITIES IN 16 CITIZEN EDUCATION AREAS,

BY SCHOOL LEVEL

School level

b
Citizen education areas clemntary VS O oo high AL Levels o

junior high D

- | —
o
i

Bivirorimental studies 2:70 2:70 270 2,70 i
Milticultiiral education 2,63 2,55 . 2:58 2,59 ns
Citizen-related Social and cognitive skills 2.50 2,60 RFISE 2,60 ns
Law-related education 2.38 2.72 2.78 2:62 ;0001
Economics education 2,36 2.58 2,68 2,53 L0054
Fanily 1ife education for students 2.24 2,34 2,14 2,42 <0001
Family life education for parents 2.32 2,12 2,24 2.22 ns
Moral/ethlcal/valnes education 2 68 2,67 2.57 264 . ns
Global education 193 2,21 2,48 2,18 ¢, 0001
Process areas
Community members at school 3,04 3.03 2.93 3:00 ns
Soctal action serv1n,/91tlzen interests 2.08 237 2.49 2:29 000
Student Invoivement in school qovernance 2,46 2,45 2 64 .51 ms
Student act1v1t1es in the conmunity 1,64 2.09 2,61 2,07 <0001
Measures of social development 2,23 231 2,40 2.31 ns
Hnalysis of the mass media 2:34 2,62 2,55 2,49 0087
In-service on students' social development 2.84 275 2,76 2.79 ns

The mean degree of interest was computed using the following scale values:

Very interested = 4
Interested =3

Somewhat interested = 2
Not interested =1

b .
The exact level of SIgnIfIcance is reported for a one-way analysis of varlance conducted for each

lter,

Ttens not 31gn1f1cant at the ;05 level are reported as "ns:"
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THBLE §
SUMARY OF CITIZEN EMICATION AREAS OF
HIGHEST AND LOWEST ACTIVITY AND
HIGHEST AND LOWEST INTEREST

Elomentary senualy MiddLe o: junior higi séligl Senior liigh schools

cm- e e - : [T e s N g e e = o 3
Higheat mean nunbet 6 activitizs Hean'  ared Highest mean nusher-ofwetvitioy o™ Kid H:ahest pean mumber—of activities Mean® Area
UMY members at scnool 200 é;q;e:s Community Serbutd At school L3 piocess  caminity members at éthaq{ S 3,69 process
Studunt involuenent 1n schoo) quvernanie o6 process atudent involwement in dchoo] quvernance Lo process Seodent invelvenent 1n schogl governance L% process
Envxrohmentdlrstqﬁ?ga o 0,67 content Analyais of the mass media L process  Economics educatian 170 content
Malysls of the mais neda process  Environmental studies U7 content  nalysis of the ass nedia 158 process
Inservice of stidita’ ocial development 0,4y provess  Economics cducation 0.66  content  Lav-related education L5 content
JUPEUU S . ey - s e e e oy o Trm sl e e e e T R
Lovestmoan number of dctivities Mwana Area lowest meall nunber of awhivitits Hean | Area Lowest mean number—oiactivitiss llean™  Aréa
ST T ket of detivifies fme brea its Sean | Are fean Area
Rfﬁaéﬁt §?F¥Y'F1?? In the oomun.ty 0,10 éroégéé family 1t edication for parents S13 content  pamily 111 education for parents 217 content
ClIIZUH'Xﬂldtgdrﬁqcld%idnﬁwgggnltlvu salls 0,19 content Heagures of social development D17 process  Measures of soéial development 7 0,19 precess
Hoasures of social developoent 0.2)  process Studenl dctivittes in the cunmen) ty 0,29 process  In-service on students' social ueve Jogrent 9.47 process
Family life eduwcation for students U, eontent Moralfuthical/values education 031 content Moral /ethical/values education RV, content
Yotal/othical/values educatior .27 content  Cutizen-related sogial and cognitive skills 038  Ghntant Citizen-related social and cogmative skill 075 cortent
Highest sesrdmree of intarest i N Highest mean dugree of interest in f - Highest mean degree of interestn -
doveloprent of-aettvities Hean' Area developmunt of activities Yean™  Areo development of activities Fean  Area
Conmunity mesbers at scaol BLOCSS  Cumnunity members at school WO process  Community embers at schas] 293 process
In=gervice on students' social development 2,44 PrOCest  In-seryice an students' wocial developmernt 7,75 [rocess ~related edycation. = 0 | 2,78 tontent
Environsertal stodies LI contenf  [a-related education .12 content service on students’ social development 2.6 process
Moral/ethicalyvalues ddEaEiG $08 content i ronmental studies ) 200 wntent  pamily iife education for gtudents LM cohteiic
Multicu'tural educat.an L83 content  Woralzedfical vaites edueation LO7 content  Cifizoierelated social ang coghitive skllls  2.58  content
loveat ieim dagreu-ofinterest 1n ; @gg; nean deqree of 1hturest in Lowest mean degree of interest in b
development of activities Mean™  Ares developnent of actlvities e~ Area developrent of activitiss Mo Ares
Student activitles in the community L6 process  Seudont activities in the comunity +00process  Fanily life education for parents 24 wontent
Glabal educat fon LI content  Fanily (it sducation for parents L1 content  Magsures of social developnent 240 process
Soctel actionserving ifidn inferests 103 praceys GIaBal edication MU omet G ucaton - g e
Heasures of social devolopment LU process  Weasizin of aoeiai dove lopment 231 process  saeial action serving citizen interests 2.4 process
Fanily life education for students LN content Family life edue2tion Zor students 2,1 content Analysis of the mass media 255 process

. o
These means represent the average
citizen education area,

 These means represent

computed on a four-peint scale ranging from 4 =

ERIC | |

the average degree ofiinterest anong responding schiools i

further developing, activities in the indicated citizen education areas. The average interest is

Very interested to 1 = Not interested:

nurber of activities per responding school in the indicated

developing, or

FIEYTHUVAY AdG3 1S3



TABLE 7
PERCENT OF ELEMENTARY SCHOCLS WITH ONE OR MORE ACTIVITIES IN,
AND WITH A HIGH DEGREE OF INTEREST IN DEVELOPING ACTIVITIES IN,
16 CITIZEN EDUCATION AREAS

Percent of schools

o Interested  Conducting ; Rank
Citizen education areas ifi developiry  oné or more  Difference of
activities . activities difference
in this area  in this area

Environmental studies 59,0 40,6 18.4
Multicultural education - 60,2 26.9 33,3
Citizen-related social and coghitive skills 19.5 15.5 3.0
Law-related edication 45,8 24,2 21:6
Economics education 44,3 28,3 160 11
Pamily life éducation for students 37,3 1.0 = 16,3 9
Family life education for parents 45;3 228 22;5 5
Mpral/ethical/values education ‘ 577 23:3 34,4 2
Global education 25.9 16.9 9.0 15

oc!

Community menbers at school B8 8.0 <43 16
Social action Serving citizen interests 32,4 20,5 11.9 13
Student involvement in school governance 49:7 28:8 209 7
Student activities in the community 16:9 73 96 14
Measures of social development 37:2 21.0 16.2 10
Mnalysis of the mass media 47:9 32.9 150 - 12

In~service on students’ social development 67,3 26.9 40.4 1

& v

A school was considered as being interested in developing activities in an area if 1t checked the
responses "Very interested" or "Interested" on the interest scale that was part of each item:

The difference was computed as the percent of schools interested in developinig activities ifi an

\ll area minus the percent of schools conducting one or more activities in an area.

ERIC \




TABLE 8

PERCENT OF MIDDLE OR JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS WITH Gu OR MORE ACTIVITIES IV,

RUD HITH b HIGH DEGREE OF INTEREST % DEVELODING ACTIVITIES I,
‘ 16 CITIZEN EDUCATION AREAS

Perceiit of schiools
o Interested  Conducting Rank
Citizen education areas in developing  cnme or more  Difference of
activities . activities difference
In this area in this area
Content areas
Envitonrental studies 58.0 50. 6 8.0 12
Multicultural education - 53,7 3.2 16.5 6
Citizen-related social and cognitive skills 55.6 29,1 26,5
~ Law-related sducation 613 45.4 15.9 7
3 Economics education 5.2 45,4 9.8 11
Family life education for students 4.1 3.1 13,0 10
Family life education for parents 3.4 11,2 24,2 ]
Moral/ethical/values education 26.3 23,0 33.3 1
Global education 3.3 3Lt 5.2 14
Process areas g
Commmnity members at school 737 66.8 6.9 3
Social action serving citizen interests 43:4 29,1 14:3
Student involvenént in school governance 46.6 48,5 -1.9 16
Student activities in the community 32,1 17.3 14:8 8
Measures of social development 3.2 16.3 20:9 5
Malysis of the mass media 51,1 505 0.6 15
In-service on students' social development 58.8 362 22,6

A scaool was considered as being interested in developing activities in an area if it checked the
responses "Very interested" or "Interested” on the interest scale that ves part of each item;
The difference was computed s the percent of schools interested in developing activities in an 37
© . area minus the percent of schools conducting one or more activities in an area.




TABLE 9

BERCENT OF SENIOR hICl :CHOOL° WITH ONE Ol MORE ACTIVITLES IN,
AND 'WITE & HIGH DLGRE‘ OF TNTEREST IN DEVELOPING ACTIVITIES IN,
16 CITIZEH EDUCATION AREAS

smmaprmrm ez e 2 e P - x . -

Percent of schools
_ Interestad Coriduicting o 5 Ranik
Citizen education areas I developlng dhe of more Difference of
activities ; activities difference

in this area in this area

Content dreas

Environmental studies | 60, 69.1 . 8.2 12
Multicultural education 54;8 52:8 3 2,0 8
Citizen-related social and cognitive skilts 58:7 ma\ 14.9 5
Law-related education 64.8 7.9 7.1 11
N Economics education | 65.0 7.1 -13.1 16
Family life education for students 63.0 73.6 -10.6 15
Fanily life ediication for parents 3.9 11.8 26:1 3
Moral/ethical/values education 56,4 3.5 24,9 4
Global education \ 48,7 53.4 4,7 9

Process areas

Communlty members at school , 69.8 79,8 -10,0 14
Social action serving c1t12en interests 19,3 42,1 1,2 7
Student involverent in School governance 60,4 67.4 -7.0 10
Student activitics in the community - 55,1 44,4 10:7 6
Measures of social development 49,7 16:9 32,8 2
Analysis of the mass media | 54.8 63.3 ~8.7 13
In-service on students' soctal devetopment 61.8 24;7 il 1

% school was con51dered as belng 1nterested in developlng aut1v1tles in an area if it checked the
responses "Very interested" or "Interested" on the interest scale that was part of each item,

.
The dlfference was computed as the percent of schools interested in developlng activities in an
area minus the percent of schools conducting one or more activities in an area;




TABLE 10

aUMMARY OF CITIZEN EDUCATION RREAS WITH THE GREATEST PERCENT (F DIFFERENCE

mmunmmwopmmmwAMﬁmﬁEwnﬁﬁﬁYsymmmLuu

e - T

e e et T s S

Percent of schools

Interested Conducting o b
Citizen education areas : in developing  one or more Difference Nature
activities ; activities of area

in this area  in this ares

Elementary schools

In-service on students' social developnent 67, 2.9 40.4 PrOCEss
Morai/ethlcal/values educatlon _ 51.7 233 3.9 content
Citizen~related social aid cognitive skills 19;5 15.5 3.0 content
ultlcultural education . 60,2 26,9 33.3 content
Fanily life education for parents 453 22,8 22,5 content
. 2
o Middle or junior high schools !
Morai/ethlcal/values edication 5.3 23:0 3.3 content
Citizen-related social and cognitive skills 5.6 9.1 26.5 content
Fanily life education for parents 35.4 112 2.2 content
Ini-service on Students' social development 588 3.2 2.6 process
Measures of social development /‘Wj . 18,3 20,8 process
Senior high schoots
In-service on stgdents social develogient 6.8 W 371 process
Measures of social develophienit 49,7 16.9 32,8 Process
Family life education for parents 37.9 11.8 26.1 © content
Moral/ethical/values education 564 3L.5 2.8 content
Citizen-related social and cognitive skilis 58,7 43.8 14.9 content

; A schooi Was considered as belrg Jnt*rested in g Joplng activities in an area if it clecked the
responses "ety interested" or "Inte eSted" on the intarest s-aie that was part of each item,
i | The dlfference was computed as the p“rcent of :ﬂhoois interested in deve10p1ng sctivities in an
O -
ond! more activities in an area, 41
[KC dred fiiiids the percent of schiools conducting ome or mo a : 4 l
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TABLE 11
PERCENT OF SCHOOLS CONDUCTING ONE OR MORE ACTIVITIES IN 16 CITIZEN EDUCATION AREAS,
BY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

nrokinent.
Citizen education areas 500 or  501-  750- 1001~ Over Tau C
fever 750 1000 1500 1500 ?
Conitent areas
. Brvironrental §tudies 2,1 51,3 518 613 .0 <0001
Multicultural education 8.1 30.8  40:2 Sl 66,0 <0001
Citizen-reiatedssocial and cognitive skitls 152 34 30:4 356  48:6 <600
Law-related education 29,2 dod 5009 6Ll 72,0 <0000
 Bonomics'education 3.9 09 %3 B0 Bl <o
5 Fanily life education for students 21,6 32,1 14,6 63.3 78.0 <,0001
Pamily life education for parents 1.0 17,9 89 167 18,0 ns
Moral/ethical/values education 21,6 5.0 20,5 3.1 42,0 0081
Global education 18,1 237 366 S4.4 56,0 <, 0001
S
Comunity members at school #5076 82 sd 6.0 s,
Social action Serving citizen interests 2,8 263705 4Ll 480 <0001
Student involvement in school governance 31,6 43,6 50:9 63.3 74,0 <, 0001
Student activities in the community 8.8 16,0 21.4 33.3 68,0 <, 0001
Measures of social development 20,5 18,6 16,1 18,9  10.0 ns
Mnalysis of the mass media 9.2 410 482 S44 820 <000l
In-service on students' social development 251 269 3t 356 40.0 0069

37 19 b i e o g =g e = mm e es | e qen [ qeme e et e e ae s eq
Enrollment is the nutber of Students as reported by the responding sciicol.

b
The exact level of significance is reported for a Kendall's Tau C test conducted for each item.
Items not significant at the .05 level are reported as "ns:"




TABLE 12

MEAN DEGREE OF INTEREST IN DEVELOPMENT OF RCTIVITIES IN 16 CITIZEN EDUCATION AREAS;
' BY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

Enrollment”
Citizen education areas 500 or 501~ 750~  1001-  Over ANOVA”
fewer 750 1000 1500 1500 b
Cotitenit areds
Environmental studies 2.67 274 2.5 76 2:8] ns
Multicultural education 2.62 2.42  2.60 270 2.78 ns
Citizen-related social and cognItIve skliis 2,56 2.54  2.58 2,66 281 nmns
igw-retated educatton - 240 2;53 2,75 2:89° ;8L -~ " ;0038 -
Sconomics education 2.44 2.41 2,54 2,60 2,87 .0548
Family llfe educatlon for students 2.28 .32 . 2.56 2,45 2,80 .0109
"amily life education for pareénts 2,21 2,227 2,09 2,30 2,36 ns
foral/ethical/values education 2,66 2,67 2,6l 2,062 2,56 ns
51obal education 2,01 2,02 2,24 2.43 2,57 .0001
rocess areas
Commnity members at school . 2:96 298 3,0l 3,07 3,00 ns.
ocial action sérving citizen interests 2,11 2,21 2,36 2,37 2,89 .0001
atudent involvement in school governance 2,44 2,46 ,2.44 2,60 2,80 ns
student activities in the community 1.7 1.89 2,13 2,50 2,87 <, 0001
leasures of social development 2,28 2,20 2,2] 2,40 2,52 7 ns
\nalysis of the mass media 2.40 2,41  2.60 2.42 2.87 10235
n-service on éEﬁ&éﬁ@é‘ social development 2.82 2,78 2,68 2,83 2;81 ns
!

“Enrollment is the number of stuaents as reported by the responding school.

lfém. Ttens not 51gn1f1cant at the 05 level are reported as "ng,"

44



Tm 13
PERCENT OF SCHOOLS CONDUCTING GNE OF NORE AeTivinies IN 16 CITIZEN EDUCATION ARBAS,
BY NATURE OF REGION

Tt = T

Nature of region’
Citizen ediicition arcas S Urban  Rural  Suburban  Combination Chi:squaréb
_E .
T Content areas | ;
Enviromental seudies B6 5L W 6 0072
Multicultural education 67 did 25,5 4.1 0008
Citizen-related social and cognitive skills 168 327 27,4 3.3 .0097
LArelatéd édication - el B 60,8 1086
 Eoowomics education B9 5.0 408 4.7 0070
v Fanily life education for students 3.9 38.7 3.4 60.8 0073
Fanily I1fe education for parents 150 " 18,0 10.8 25 s
Moral/ethical /valtes edication 187 21 23.6 39,2 0406
Global education 29,0 38,0 23.6 3n.3 +,0148
ProCess areas
Comunity nenbers at sciool 2.2 767 L6 0.4 né
Socdal action serving cit'zen interests 0:8 29,3 28,0 3.3 oo
Student involvement in school governance JB 4 48,1 38,2 62,7 0125
Student activities in the community 36 1 19,2 13.4 29,4 <0001
Measures ot soc1al deve10pment 18,7 14,3 22,3 ?S;S g
Analysis of the dass media 551 545 3.1 431 0001
In-service on students' social development 4,9 2.0 15:9 25.5 <, 0001
Natore of reglon was reported by respondlng schools "Conbination” comorises schools which 4‘3

reported thenselves ag belonglng to more than one type of region,

9 .
The exact level of stgnlflrance is . orted for a chi- square test conducted for each 1tem.
Itefs ot significant at the W05 level are reported as "ns."
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

A complete survey report is available on each of the three states—-

Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania--which were covered in this study.

Edch report consists of two volumes, Volume i describes purposes,

-procedures, and results,rand Volume 2 presents a serles of tables
summarlzlng the data. The two volumes total about 300 ‘pageés. The reports

are available only as two-volume sets. Volumes may not be ordered

separately.
Order the following titlés:

A SUrvéy of Citizén Education Activities and Interests in
Elementary; Middle/Junior High; Hnd,SEDIDIfHLthSChOOlS in

Delaware; Flnal REPOL s i i iiarnoennenennsmnseems e e $15

A_Survey of Citizen Education Activities and Interésts in

Elementary, Middle/Jurior High, and Senior High Schools in ,
New Jersey: Final Réport.....,..;.............-;;;;;;:::::::;:::::::SIS

A Survey of Cltlzen Educatlon Act1v1tles andlIntE£estsgln

Elementary,; Middle/Junior High; andlSenlorAH;ghASehools in

Pennsylvania: Final REPOXt .. iiiiicciioionimenns o, $15

Copies may be ordered by seanding a request/ahé payment to:

Publlcatlons Offlce ]

Research for Better Schools Inc.
444 North Thlrd Street
Philadelphia; PA 19123

-~
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TABLE 14

MEAN DEGREE OF INTEREST IN DEVELOPMENT OF ACTIVITIES IN 16 CITIZEN EDUCATION AREAS,
BY NATURE OF REGION :

b
{

-

Nature of vegion®
G S L b
Citizen education areas Urban  Rural  Suburban  Combination ANOVE

R

lontent areas
nvironmental studies 279 2.66 2.61 2.96 ns
tutticultural education 2,88 2.56 2.3 2.96 <;000%
“itizen-related social and cognltlve gkills 2,814 2,55 2.44 2.79 .0041
aw-related education 2,85 2,62 2.38 2.84 .0008
iconiomics éducation . 265 2:49 2:41 2:77 ns
anily life education for students 2,65 2.26 2,42 2.72 .0019
‘amily life educatlon_ror_gerents 256 2 09 2,20 2,26 0021
oral/ethical/values education 2,77 2.6l 2.53 2.91 0492
lobal education 2,25 2,13 2,10 2.47 ns
rocess areas
omouni ty members at school | 323 2,93 2.89 315 .0069
ocial action serving citizen interests 2,53 2,16 2.24 2.63 .0006
tudent involvement in school governance 2,61 2,51 2.37 2.67 ns
tudent activities in the commyity 26 1.98 2,01 2.31 .0294
leasures of social development 2,41 2,20 2,29 2,60 0343
nalysis of the mass media 2.68 2.39 2.48 2,53 §§
n-service on students' social development 3.00 -, 2.74 2.72 2.80 ns’

o —

Nature of region was reported by responding schools: ‘“Combination" comprises schools which
eported themselves as belonging to more than one type of region.

i _
The exact 1evel of srgnrflcance is reported for a one-way analysrs of variance conducted for each
tem. Items not significant at the .05 level are reported as "ns."
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